
Dear Congregants,


I write to you today, my CCI family, with all the love in my 
heart. It is with great consideration, pain and sorrow that I 
write this letter. I have spent many wonderful years and 
consider CCI my home and my family.  Through every happy 
and difficult moment during these past eight years, everyone 
has been exceptionally kind and generous with their time and 
emotion. When I lost my father and when my son was ill – you 
all stood by my side. I am grateful beyond words for the 
outpouring of love and the strength it gave to me during those 
difficult times. Just as importantly, I have laughed and 
celebrated with you. I have held the hands of many congregants who are no longer with us 
and I’ve blessed our newest, smallest congregants as they entered our synagogue for the 
first time. From the first day I came to Augusta, each of you welcomed me into your homes 
and hearts. You taught me to say “Augusta” and “y’all” properly. You gave me my first (and 
only) boiled peanut. You gave me so many gifts of Chesed and so many wonderful memories 
I will hold close to my heart forever. As Leviticus 19:34 tell us: “the stranger that dwells with 
you shall be to you as the home-born among you, and you shall love him as yourself. . . “


As my contract at CCI comes to an end on June 2023 I’ve had to make many hard, personal 
decisions. It’s with a heavy heart to announce that I will not be renewing my contract. I will be 
leaving at the end of my contracted term to advance my academic goals. Many of you know 
I am pursuing a Psychoanalyst degree and I must begin my clinical in the New York area. 


Congregation Children of Israel is a wonderful place filled with 176 years of history. I am 
proud to have been part of that history and to have helped guide you during these many 
years. I understand change is never easy…often a little scary. I have the confidence CCI is in 
good hands to continued future successes. 


I leave you with this: the Torah teaches us about Moses and how the discovery of his own 
identity put him on a mission to free the Israelites. Moses spent a lifetime leading His people 
to the promised land. And yet in the end Moses died in the land of his birth and was unable 
to go into the land of Milk and Honey. The Torah doesn’t tell us why but many scholars 
believe there is a very important reason. Moses represents a past that was no longer relevant 
to survival. What once worked in the past no longer worked moving forward. For the 
Israelites to be successful in the new land it was imperative the newer generation take the 
reigns. Were they sad to lose their leader? Of course they were. Moses guided them for a 
long time. The Israelites loved him. But, even with the passing of Moses it is a step forward 
and ultimately another springboard for the Jewish people to grow and strive. My friends, I am 
not Moses BUT you are Israel.  You will move forward with all of your successes. Even after a 
fire, the earth is more fertile than ever before and greater growth can and must happen.


With all of my love,


Rabbi Shai 

A congregation by simple definition is a group of people who assemble 
for religious worship. In Judaism the obligation is much greater. G-d 
tells the children of Israel even before the Ten Commandments to act as 
a kingdom of priests, Mamlechet Kohanim. Just as the Kohanim 
imparted G-d’s blessing to the Israelites,  it is one of our first communal 
obligations to embody and pass G-d’s blessings to all people. G-d 
doesn’t give a directive that only certain people can receive that 

blessing. G-d is both man and woman, GLBTQ and Black and white. G-d represents all of us. 
And most importantly G-d is loving.  

There is a piece of G-d in each of us.  As the children of Israel it is our duty and obligation of 
Mamlechet Mohanim to shine G-d’s light providing warmth, comfort and inclusion. To truly 
embody what it means to be a community we must acknowledge the hate and hardships of 
those from with in our own circle so that we may provide them a religious home where we 
can all shine with pride.  

“Zion shall be redeemed through justice, and those that return to it through 
righteousness.” (Isaiah 1:27) The pursuit of justice is a foundation of Judaism and it must 
begin with in our own Temples. To be just to someone is to love that person for who they are. 
I believe a congregation must reflect the equality we want to see in the world. Building a 
safe, welcoming, Jewish home only brings more people closer to their Judaism. We then can 
be the personification of what it means to love our neighbors as ourselves and to truly be the 
example we want for our children. “Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the 
children of thy people, but thou shalt love they neighbor as thyself.” Leviticus 19:18. 
Providing every Jew (regardless of color, gender or sexual orientation) with a sense of 
belonging and inclusion will always be my goal as a rabbi. 

-Rabbi Jeshayahu (Shai) Beloosesky 
706-691-5988 
shaiyfat@gmail.com 
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